CHAPTER VIII

In the Vijayanagara epoch, the very air was surcharged
with the spirit of the essential unity of and consideration
for all castes and creeds. It was the principle and policy
of the Vijayanagara kings which created this atmosphere
of religious catholicity. We learn to our great delight
and amazement what the very first rulers of Vijayanagara
like Harihara I and Bukkaraya achieved by way of
promoting the harmony and the happiness of the people.
Inscriptions tell us with heart-felt gratitude that
" Bukkaraya on comming to the throne eclipsed all past
and future kings. When he was reigning, the earth brought
forth abundantlyj all troubles ceased, the people were
happy and wealth increased ",l It was this very Bukkaraya,
who brought about the reconciliation between the Jainas
and the Vaisnavas in 1388 A. D. The Sravanabelgola
inscription, which is placed in a basti and which relates
this account, is one of the most sublime pieces among
the epigraphic records in Karnatka indicating religious
tolerance. It deserves to be read and re-read by all lovers
of Indian culture. The original is in simple Kannada and
we are giving below a translation of some relevant portion
of the same: " Dispute having arisen between the Jainas
and Bhaktas (Vaisnavas), the Bhavyajanas (the Jainas) of

all the Nadus___having made  petition  to  Bukkaraya

about the injustice done by the Bhaktas, the king taking
the hand of the Jainas and placing it in the hand of the
Srivalsnavas of the eighteen Nadus, including all the

1 E. C. Vol. V, part I,  Introduction,  p. XXVIII and
en 256.